
Installation Tips For
Inside, Outside, And On Arch Radius Crown Moulding

When you get your curved part put it on the ground and let it relax. Some pieces can get deformed in the packaging
process. Check the following points.

For an “inside radius” the pattern should be facing up.
The left and right ends should be curved up.

Take the moulding and pre-fit the piece to your inside radius.Once its been determined that the radius will work. Its 
time now to prep the part for installation.

Please note: depending on the length of crown moulding piece, these types of jobs require a minimum of 2 workers 
sometimes 3 for installation.

Step 1

Step 2

Step 3

Ends curved up

Pattern up

“INSIDE RADIUS ONLY”

When installing radius crown that attaches at the wall and ceiling, only 2 edges will be touching. 

Construction Adhesive Recommended*

These two edges need to be sanded with 80 grit paper to create a rough surface for the construction adhesive to 
adhere. Once this is done, clean edge with acetone before applying construction adhesive.

Ceiling Edge

Wall Edge



Use construction or sub-floor adhesive.

If some splitting or cracking occurs automotive body filler is an excellent material to fix imperfections.

Standard screws have a wide V head which splits the resin as it tightens.

The use of 18 gauge and 23 gauge nail guns can be used along with pre-drilled holes using “Trim Head” screws. 
Trim head screws have a much smaller “V” shaped head which will not split the resin when you tighten down the 
screw.
Keep 1/4” clearance from all edges when nailing or using screws as to minimize cracking and splitting edges.

When bonding “Edges” gorilla glue or any of the quick-set 2 part glues work great .

Once these edges are prepped construction adhesive can be applied.

Apply construction adhesive along both edges

Trim Head 
Screw  

Standard Wood 
Screw
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Ceiling

Wall

Wood supports are needed
as the crown is not attached
to the ceiling.

23 Guage 
Micro Pin Nail

18 Guage Nail

If applying an inside crown without support at the top, wood supports as shown should be used. These type of
installs are done when a gap between the top of the crown and ceiling occu



 

 
 

View our Finishing Video at: 

https://www.pearlworksinc.com/concepts/videos/how-to-finishing 
 
PREPARATION:  Clean all material with industrial grade virgin acetone. This is a step that 

should not be missed, as oil from your hands can cause the finish to improperly bond.  Always 

wear latex gloves during this step and for all following processes. 

 

STEP 1- Primer: (BEIGE OR YELLOW) Apply tinted Primer/base coat.  This primer step is used 

to even out the colors between the wood and resin. Base coat primer can be thinned if you 

desire a more transparent look or straight from the can for a more opaque look. This step is 

important because some finishers prefer more grain to show through, and some want a more 

uniform color. Once the primer is dry, sand all material to a smooth fine finish.  

Airless sprayer = no thinner needed 

 Air gun sprayer = 5-10% thinner needed 

 

STEP 2-Staining:  The stain coat gives the area its base color. The key to applying the Stain 

is to get the color on evenly.  Stains are specifically designed to dry slowly (1-2 hours) 

allowing plenty of working time. 

 

STEP 3 -Antiquing/Glazing: Once you have sealed your color coat using high gloss clear. It 

is time for some of the antiquing techniques. Apply the antiquing glaze with a small brush 

making sure all cracks and crevices are filled. Next, take a towel and wipe off the glaze leaving 

the dark glaze mixture in the low areas. If you like the look you can stop here and seal with 

High-Gloss Top-Coat or continue to step 4. 

 

STEP 4 -Dry Brushing (Optional):  If Antiquing is not enough……. the next step is Dry-

Brushing. Before you start dry brushing make sure you seal your last step with High-Gloss 

Clear Top Coat. Once this is complete, we can start dry brushing.  Dab your brush making sure 

it’s not dripping wet but just moist. Now take your brush and lightly brush over the edges and 

raised parts of your project to coat them with this mixture.  This technique highlights and 

enhances the detail of your project. 

 

STEP 5 -Top Coats: Once these steps are done and you are pleased with the look apply your 

top coat and you are done! Please note that every step is sealed with high gloss clear; which 

allows for a milky free look. Sealing each step allows you to go back to that step and start over 

if something goes wrong. This simple technique saves a lot of time if one step in the process 

goes bad. 

Your final top coat of HIGH-GLOSS * SEMI-GLOSS * SATIN * FLAT  

can now be used for final finish. 

 

 Many finishers seal the individual steps with sanding sealer. Using sanding 

sealers and Top Coat clears other than High-Gloss contain talc powder. Talc 

powder is used in top coat clears to achieve different sheens.  

 

 Problems occur when applying multiple coats. It creates a milky and flat look to 

your finish. We always use high-gloss clear for our build-up coats then we shoot a 

single coat of satin or semi-gloss as our final top-coat sheen. 


